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Title 

Develop recommendations to support national strategies for manure management in the BSR specifically 
from horses, sheep, goats, and fur farming 

Submitted by: 
Coalition Clean Baltic 

Description of measure 
There is no consistent approach to manure management for animal health or nutrient reduction from 
horses, sheep, goats, and fur farming across the BSR. The measure is to bring these manure sources into 
full consideration and integration with the ongoing HELCOM process to develop national strategies for 
manure management, in collection, storage, and in land use to better capture nutrients that cannot be 
collected from grazing areas or paddocks. Such strategies should also have a clear intention for relevant 
useage of the nutrients, as well as a timeline for implementation. CCB suggests that this HELCOM action 
be developed and agreed by 2022. 

Activity:  
Urban uses (land use) Waste waters (urban, industrial, and industrial animal farms) 

Pressure: 
Input of nitrogen Input of phosphorous 

State: 
Nutrients Nitrogen and Phosphorous. The measure contributes to reducing the amount and 
concentration of these nutrients that may leak into the Baltic.  

Extent of impact: 
The impact is Baltic-wide, by capturing a widely distributed source of nutrient input. 

Effectiveness of measure 
The existing direction on manure handling across the BSR for horses, sheep, goats, and in fur farming is 
patchy and inconsistent, frequently based on voluntary guidelines. Manure is also a source of nutrients 
flowing into Baltic region rivers, lakes, streams and the Baltic Sea. Given the widely distributed nature of 
how these animals are kept, either in an agricultural setting or frequently as a hobby or recreation 
activity, introducing new practices and encouraging more awareness is complex. Developing 
recommendations in HELCOM to support the ongoing HELCOM processes to develop national stragegies 
for manure management can help curb nutrient flows to the Baltic from this wide range of animal inputs. 

Cost, cost-effectiveness of measure: 
Cost of time and person hours to integrate these manure sources into ongoing HELCOM processes. 

Feasibility: 
Relevant for meeting reduction targets  

Follow-up of measure: 
Feedback and development of national manure management strategies for the noted manure sources, 
based on the developed recommendations. 

Background material: 
Research on manure use in agriculture 
Nutrients from horse manure in Sweden 
Effective measures against eutrophication 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10533-017-0330-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10533-017-0330-0
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/275343898_Horse_paddocks_-an_emerging_source_of_agricultural_water_pollution
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/275343898_Horse_paddocks_-an_emerging_source_of_agricultural_water_pollution
http://balticsea2020.org/english/images/Bilagor/White_paper-Bjornofjarden-201908.pdf
http://balticsea2020.org/english/images/Bilagor/White_paper-Bjornofjarden-201908.pdf
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https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/AGRI%208-2019-670/MeetingDocuments/9-2-Rev.1%20Potential%20nutrient%20inputs%20and%20losses-%20horse%20keeping%20and%20sheep,%20goat%20and%20fur%20farming.pdf
https://www.luke.fi/manurestandards/wp-content/uploads/sites/25/2019/09/Handbook.pdf
https://www.luke.fi/manurestandards/en/frontpage/
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/AGRI%208-2019-670/MeetingDocuments/5-1-Rev.1%20Draft%20HELCOM%20Recommendation%20on%20the%20use%20of%20national%20manure%20standards.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/AGRI%208-2019-670/MeetingDocuments/5-2-Rev.1%20Overview%20of%20national%20manure%20standards%20in%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20region.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/AGRI%208-2019-670/MeetingDocuments/5-3%20Activities%20in%20the%20Manure%20Standards%20project%20in%202019.pdf

